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BEREISHIT CH.49
YAKOV'S BLESSING TO YEHUDA
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The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the authority of the law from
his feet, until Shiloh comes, and to him will be a gathering of peoples.

RAMBAN COMMENTARY
NYT 2V DNAW TIT NNX D'VAYN IXWN 7K 7V 007N 0D'Mmn 1 ,'nyT 1971
DYIN'"7 NYUNY XN 217'wN 2NN 12T 7V 0'DNI0 I'N 0L L,NT7N1 DNyl DNAX

INDNWI DN X'7MYKRIL|1'7Y 'T'oN I'N D ,Y N DM ,D'KIMYNN Yay ' Nl
[[7TN 'RAMWN "2 NY2AIN D L7172 WAy 1Waya D 'D 2V NI, DIXnnt ninn
,21N2 DNAYIX T2 1791 ,0NNYXN1 DDA 7 DY ,NT YNK N7 0D7mn 0'T'onn

(T N* "2TNI) 110X ,0 0D I'NY 191 DNID7NA XUN DNV DAY D DA TYWONI
NN |NX NINN NTIAY DNTAVI ND197 N\an?l NAtaN 1aT 757 ndomind NX Nnwn”
SN NTIAY DX TIAWY? 70 1717 DN ' X7, "Donaind

RAMBAM.
HILCHOT CHANNUKA. CH.3
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During the period of the second Temple, when the Greek kings were in

power, they proclaimed decrees against the Jewish people, abrogating

their religion and forbidding them to study the Torah or to perform the
divine precepts.

They laid their hands on their wealth and their daughters; they entered the
Temple and broke through it, defiling the things that were pure. The people
of Israel were sorely distressed by their enemies, who oppressed them
ruthlessly until the God of our fathers took pity, saved and rescued them
from the hands of the tyrants.

The Hasmonean high priests won military victories, defeating the Syrian
Greeks and saving Israel from their power. They set up a king from among
the priests and Israel's kingdom was restored for a period of more than two

centuries, until the destruction of the second Temple.

BOOK OF HAGGAI. CH.2
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on the twenty-first day of the seventh month, the word of the LORD came
through the prophet Haggai:
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Speak to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, the governor of Judah, and to the
high priest Joshua son of Jehozadak, and to the rest of the people:
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Who is there left among you who saw this House in its former splendor?
How does it look to you now? It must seem like nothing to you.
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But be strong, O Zerubbabel—says the LORD—Dbe strong, O high priest
Joshua son of Jehozadak; be strong, all you people of the land—says the
LORD—and act! For | am with you—says the LORD of Hosts.

.....

So | promised you when you came out of Egypt, and My spirit is still in your
midst. Fear not!
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For thus said the LORD of Hosts: In just a little while longer | will shake the
heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land;
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THE MACCABEAN REVOLT

When the Seleucid king Antiochus III (223-187 BCE) took possession of
Jerusalem after the battle of Paneas around 200 BCE (Josephus, AJ 12131-
133), tension within the ruling class of Jewish society grew. This changed
radically when king Antiochus IV (175-164 BCE) began to interfere in the
internal affairs of Jerusalem (Fig. A.).

The conflict was exacerbated by the increasing Hellenization of the Jewish
community, which was promoted by the reform efforts of Antiochus IV. At
the beginning of his reign, Antiochus IV instated the Oniad Jason in the
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office of high priest, who — with the support of the pro-Seleucid fraction —
was attempting to transform Jerusalem along the lines of a Greek polis. He
provoked the so-called Maccabean revolt, which led to the establishment of
a Jewish kingdom. Both a ban on Jewish religious practices by the Seleucid
ruler (1 Maccabees 1:44-50), as well as the conversion of the Jewish temple
into a place for the worship of Zeus on the 6th of December in 167 BCE (2
Maccabees 5:62) are seen as the immediate causes for the uprising.

THE HASMONEAN ROYAL DYNASTY (167 BCE - 37 BCE)
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